
 

 
WONDERFUL COUNSELLOR 
SUNDAY 6th DECEMBER  
 
BIBLE 
ISAIAH 8:19-9:7 
 
Ask God for help for yourself and the church as we read His word. 
Read Isaiah 8:19-9:7 
 
LISTEN 
SERMON BY SPENCER 
 
Follow the link in the email to listen to a sermon on this passage. 
 
REFLECTION 
QUESTIONS AND NOTES 
 

● What is the darkness for the people of God in the days of Isaiah? 
(See Isaiah 1:2; 1:4; 1:13; 1:16; 1:23; 2:6-8; 3:4-8; 3:16; 5:4; 5:11; 5:20-21; 7:1; 
8:19-22) 

○ Who or what is the cause of the darkness? 
○ What darkness do we experience in the world around us and in 

individuals?  
● What hope do we see in 9:1-7? 

○ How does this hope come? 
○ How can we be sure this baby is Jesus? (See Matt 4:12-17) 

● What does the term wonderful counsellor bring to mind when you 
initially hear it?  

○ Have a look to see how the word ‘wonderful’ is used in the bible. 
See Ex 15:11; Psalm 78:11-15; Isa 25:1 

○ Have a look to see how the word ‘counsellor’ is used in the bible. 
See Samuel 17:7, 11, 15; 1 Chron 27:32-33; Isaiah 14:24-27; Psalm 32:8. 
The word might be translated as advice, planned, decide, 
purposed.  
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○ With these in mind how does that help us understand the title 
‘Wonderful Counsellor’?  

○ Why would this be good news for those in Isaiah's time? 
○ Why is a wonderful counsellor good news for us today?  

● How do we see Jesus as a wonderful counsellor in the gospels?  
○ Think of how he understands people, how he speaks truth and 

how he helps.  
○ Take particular stories and see how Jesus interacts with people. 

Eg Nicodemus (Jn 3:1-21) Sisters of Lazarus (Jn 11:17-37) Doubting 
Thomas (Jn 20:29) 

● How do we interact with Jesus, our wonderful counsellor now?  
○ John 14:15-18; 16:12-15  

● How can we respond to Jesus as our wonderful counsellor: 
○ As individuals 
○ As a church  

 
PRAYER 
RESPOND TO GOD IN PRAISE AND PLEADING 
 
Use the Lord's Prayer to help you structure your prayers. Pray in response to 
the passage, for yourself, the church and others. 
 
NEWS 
SOME UPDATES FROM THE CHURCH  
 

● Pray for the community as we adjust to the new restrictions coming 
into effect this week 

● As Christmas approaches please pray for opportunities to share the 
hope we have 

● Pray that as we give out the book ‘Searching for Christmas’ to our 
friends and neighbours that God might use it to bring people to 
Himself.  

● Pray for Hazel she is feeling unwell and had another fall 
● Pray for Pete Staines who is have trouble with his shoulder 
● Praise God that Beth has been offered a job in Nottingham. 
● Pray thanks that John and Janette are now out of isolation after John 

contracted COVID 
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● Harold and Sheila Noble need our prayers. Sheila had a fall and was 
admitted to the North Middlesex hospital and has fractured her arm. 
She came home briefly but we are told she has now been taken back 
after a second fall.   

● Reflect on the names of Jesus is Isaiah 9 and ask that God would 
change us because of His word.  

● Pray for Chloe and Oi-Lun while Chloe is in Hong Kong to care for her 
mother 

● Pray for Paul and Ana. They have now moved up to Preston and have 
keys for their new house.  

● Pray for the care homes that we have contact with.  
● Pray that we as a church would take opportunities to serve and speak 

the good news to people in this unusual time 
● Pray for the Owens. Praise God that Wyn has been able to complete his 

latest paper. Pray that Carys would develop friendships at university 
and the Rhys and Sally’s schools will be able to stay open. Pray for 
Wyn’s work on the Awepa dialects.  

● Pray for Caroline. For her visa application that she will be making in late 
September/early October. She hopes to be back in the field by at least 
Feb 2021.  

● Pray for Mike and Jo. Praise God too for a new initiative being planned 
to do food distribution. Please pray too for the elections, that a good 
government can be established which truly seeks the well being of all, 
especially the poor. Pray also for Mike as he is now finally getting down 
to writing a new book. 
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